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President’s Message 
Pat Moore 

 

      Our last Gourd Event for 2022 was our yearly 
membership meeting, held in October.  The mem-
bership elected the Board of Directors and the 
Board will elect the Officers for 2023.  Our show 
plans for 2023 are moving right along—but things 
are changing for the 2023 State Show.  IGS will 
hold a one day show at the Hendricks Co Fair-
ground, in Danville Indiana on April 8, 2023 
(Easter Weekend).  Some of the competition classes 
were deleted or combined and we are having only 
two skill levels in 2023.  We will still be having the 
Jim Story Competition, workshops, vendors and 
demos at our show.    
      The 2023 Competition, Information, and Work-
shop Show Books will be on-line only.  So keep 
checking the IGS website for updated 2023 Infor-
mation.  The applications for Workshop Classes/
Teachers and Vendor Forms for 2023 are on line 
now (also available here on pages 3/4).  The Work-
shop Flyer will be on line before March of 2023.  
So, you still have plenty of time to work on your 
entries for April 2023.   
      The IGS Zoom Meetings have been postponed 
for the holiday season and will resume in January 
2023, on the last Sunday of each month at 7 p.m. 
ET.  
      It is gourd harvest season and time for gourd 
drying to begin.  Do the “Gourd Maturity Test 101” 
on your gourds at harvest and know what gourds 
are likely to dry or to rot.  See the Education Arti-
cles Section on the IGS Website to find the test in-
formation (www.indianagourdsociety.org) and re-
produced here on page 7. 
 

Happy Holidays!  Stay safe and healthy! 
Have a GOURD Day! 

Patch Schedules 
 

West Central Indiana Gourd Patch 
Meets third Thursdays, 1:30-4:30 p.m. ET at 

the Hendricks Co fairgrounds in Danville 
Meetings on hold until pandemic is over. 
 

Linda’s Gourd Patch 
Meets third Saturdays at home of Peggy 

Robertson, 1224 W 300 N, Greenfield at 2-4 
p.m. ET  

For more info, contact Peggy Robertson 317-326-3854 
11-19-22: Fall project TBD 
12-17-22: Fall project TBD 
 

Central Indiana Patch 
Meets second Tuesdays at Garfield Park 

Arts Center in Indy, 1-3 p.m. ET  
11-8-22: No meeting, election day 
12-13-22: Decoupaged holiday decorations (Mary Johnson) 
 

Sugar Creek Gourd Patch 
Meets first and third Wednesdays at 

Thorntown Public Library,  2-4 p.m. ET 
11-2-22: Make fall decorations/Christmas ornaments 
11-16-22: Make fall decorations/Christmas ornaments 
12-7-22: Make fall decorations/Christmas ornaments 
12-21-22: Make fall decorations/Christmas ornaments 
 
 

Gourd Crafters Patch 
Ridgeville Lion’s Club building, 2-4 p.m. ET 

Contact Lois Wright for details. 
 
 
 

Please contact patch leaders for dates/
times as we slowly come back to a new 

normal. 

Passing of Ardith Bowles 

We received word of the passing on October 21 of Ardith 
Bowles, a long-time IGS member,   At her family's request 
the Sugar Creek Gourd Patch delivered to a flower shop sev-
eral gourds to be used  in the casket floral piece.  
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PATCH NEWS 
 

Sugar Creek Gourd Patches (Karen Niemeyer, contact) 
 

 The patch will meet at Thorntown Public Library, 124 N. Market St., Thorntown, from 2-4:00 p.m., Wednesday, 
Nov. 2 and 16 and Dec. 7 and 21 to make fall decorations and Christmas ornaments.  Some participants may be finish-
ing their weaving of pine needles on gourd bowls.  There is no cost to participate, but Karen Niemeyer needs to know if 
you will attend and will need supplies.  Call her at the library at 765-436-7348.  
 

Central Indiana Patch (Diane Werblo, contact) 
 

 Our patch had a great show at the Greenwood Southside Art League (SALI) in July; several of us sold 
gourds.  SALI members and guests enjoyed how different and fun it was.  We may be asked back in a year or two.  Our 
members also did well at the Indiana State Fair.  Most impressively, Michelle Fife won Best of Show for her Mountain 
Dulcimer built on three huge canteen gourds shown in Ag-Hort, and Diane Werblo won Best of Show in the Decorative 
Crop & Vegetable Arts Division Embellished Seed and Plant (in the Indiana Arts Building) for a grapevine wreath cov-
ered in little gourds, gourd bits, and seeds.  
 Since there's no November meeting due to Election Day, we will have two get-togethers in Oct.  First, due to the 
generosity of members and friends,  Mac McCrary and Diane Werblo hosted The Great Gourd Giveaway in their back-
yard on our old regular Saturday meeting date, 10-15-22.  If it rains, we will meet in the garage, 820 Cameron St., In-
dy.  Second, weather permitting, we will meet at Seth Kent's Pumpkin and Gourd Farm Festival at 1595 E. State Road 
18, Brookston, IN 47923 from 1-3 p.m. ET on Thursday, 10-27-22.  Beginning in December, CIP will meet sec-
ond Tuesdays at GPAC in Indy, 1-3 p.m.  Saturdays were not working out.  Also, since many of you don't drive after 
dark, we are moving to the afternoons.  We will do decoupaged holiday decorations with Mary Johnson.  Bring a pre-
painted gourd and thin holiday napkins!  It doesn’t have to be Christmas. 
 

 Gourd Crafters (Lois Wright, contact) 
 
 The Gourd Crafters met Oct 8, Saturday, at 2 pm at Becky Whitted’s house.  Becky showed us how to make a 
Thunder Drum.  Everyone enjoyed the good food, drinks, and company.  Plus, they came away with a pretty cool Thun-
der drum.  People present were: Linda Allred, Roxanne Flesher, Martha Howell, Jesse Glessner, Becky Whitted, and 
Lois Wright. 

Photos of Michelle Fife’s library display (see article on page 6) 
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Address Change: Fill out form and mail to indicated address below. 

* * IGS Events * * 

IGS State Gourd Show 
April 8, 2023 

Hendricks Co Conference Center & Fairgrounds 
Danville, IN 46122 

Admission Fee to the show 
[This is an IGS Sponsored Event] 

 
Indiana State Fair 

TBD, 2023 
State Fairgrounds 

1202 E 38th St 
Indianapolis, IN 46205 

[Note: The fair charges an entry fee] 
 
 

IGS Membership Meeting 
October 21, 2023, 10 a.m. ET 

Thorntown Public Library 
124 N Market St 

Thorntown, IN   46071 
[This is an IGS Sponsored Event] 

ROAD TRIPS 
2022—courtesy of AGS 

(www.americangourdsociety.org) 
 

Nov 5-6: North Carolina Gourd Arts and Crafts Festival, 
State Fairgrounds, Raleigh, NC  
www.ncgourdsociety.org 

Nov 13-14: Virginia Gourd Show, Museum of the 
Shenandoah Valley, Winchester, VA  www.vlgs.org 

2023 
Feb 3-5: Arizona Gourd Society Gourd Art Competition.  

Www.arizonagourdsociety.org 
Feb 23-26: Florida Gourd Society Festival, Azan 

Shriners Center, Melbourne, FL  
www.flgourdsoc.org 

Apr 15-16: Show Me Gourd Society Fine Art Festival, 
Ozark Empire Fairgrounds, Springfield, MO  
showmegourdsociety.org 

Jun 7-11: North Carolina Gourd Gathering, Smoky 
Mountain Event Center, Waynesville, NC 

Jun 15-17: Penssylvania Gourd Society Festival, 
Lebanon Valley Expo Center, Lebanon, PA   
www.pagourdsociety.org 

 
 

If you plan to go to any of these events, 
please check the AGS website at 
www.americangourdsociety.org or that 
state website to determine if the event is 
still taking place. 

The IGS was formed and exists 
pursuant to the Indiana Not-for-
Profit corporation statute Sect. 501 
(c) (5).  The corporation has never 
attained Sect. 501 (c) (3) status of 
the Internal Revenue Code.  There-
fore, gifts to IGS are not deductible 
for income tax purposes.  

Remember to inform IGS if you 
have a postal address, e-mail or 
phone change.  We would like to 
keep our records current! 

HOLD THESE DATES! 
 

  State  Membership 
  Show  Meeting (Thorntown) 
 2023: April 8, 2023 October 21, 10 a.m. ET 

Need a funny about gourds? 

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/opinion/america-s-
gourd-addiction-why-president-biden-must-mandate-a-
one-gourd-per-household-rule/ar-AA12L81I?
ocid=msedgdhp&pc=U531&cvid=c4c6325d050243e0b9
39e62912109885 



Page	6 
THE TENDRIL 

 

Copyright © 2022 Indiana Gourd Society, Inc., All Rights Reserved  
 

Ways & Means 
 

We have some end-of-stock Aurelia Conway books on gourds.  We are selling them at a super discount 
price, all prices below include shipping/handling/postage. 
 
Caps and visors:      $14  Send check payable to IGS to  
Jim Story DVD:      $23   Phil Moorhead 
Jim Story Gourds: From Vine to Design book:  $15   PO Box 822 
Aurelia Conway books:        Marion, IN 46952 
 Gourd Purses, Decorative Painting #9728  $13.50 
 How to Paint a Gourd #9606    $13.50  Please send e-mail or phone in 
          case we need to contact you 

PATCH CONTACTS 
 
 Central Indiana Indianapolis Diane Werblo 317-783-1428 
 Gourd Crafters Ridgeville Lois Wright 317-370-1418 
 Lakeshore Gourders Valparaiso Inactive   
 Linda’s Patch Greenfield Peggy Robertson 317-326-3854 
   Rosemary Hill 317-753-9459 
 Patch 4 West Lafayette Inactive  
 Story Gourd Patch Pendleton Inactive 
 Sugar Creek Thorntown Karen Niemeyer 765-436-7518 
 Thorn Tree  Thorntown Karen Niemeyer 765-436-7518 
 West Central Indiana Avon Shirley Gates 317-306-6383 

Gourd Display at Public Library 
Michelle Fife 

 
The trees are turning and fall is really here. Pumpkins, ghosts and skeletons decorate the porches here in Ir-
vington, on Indianapolis’ eastside. I still have a gigantic tote full of my Indiana Gourd Show entries and those 
that I entered at the Indiana State Fair.  They are staring at me every time I drive into my garage.  My husband 
asks me again, “What are you going to do with those gourds?”  This time I began to think that surely there 
must be somewhere I can display them.  I remembered that my local public library has some wonderful display 
cabinets in the entry way. I inquire at the reference desk and to my surprise, no one has requested the use of 
them for October. I signed up!   So often people only think of gourds as potential birdhouses. I typed a little 
information about each piece which I displayed to explain what the viewer was seeing and techniques that I 
used.  I included a card in each cabinet as well about who to contact for more information about the IGS and a 
contact person for joining a patch.  I know that at the end of the month I will recollect them and bring them 
home but for now, all the library patrons can enjoy them. I hope there will be some interest generated in 
gourds and there might be some “seeds” planted for acquiring new members. Perhaps there are other places 
that would be delighted to see your beautiful creations too.  I have received lots of positive feedback and I 
know you will too!  See photos on page 2. 

Membership Meeting Results 

We received the draft minutes of the meeting too late to be included in this edition of the newsletter.  Some 
highlights were: Board members Phil Moorhead and Sandra Townsend were reelected to the board for 2023-
2025.  The new board will meet in early January 2023 to elect officers.  The members voted to hold a one-day 
IGS Gourd Show at Danville, IN on April 8, 2023 (Saturday of Easter weekend). 
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INDIANA GOURD SOCIETY, INC. 

The editors reserve the right to edit any 
submissions for content and consistency. All 
contents copyrighted, see below. For permission 
to reprint excerpts, please contact  Phil 
Moorhead (see below for contact info). 
 
 

The Tendril, published 6 times per year 
Phil Moorhead, Editor 
715 E. 48th Street 
Marion, IN  46953 
Phone: 765-674-8088 
Email: editor@indianagourdsociety.org 
 
Change of Addresses:  Mail To: 
Pat Moore  -  Membership Secretary  
Indiana Gourd Society  
691 W. Veach Road 
Bloomingdale, IN 47832 
Phone:  765-597-2049 
Email: membership@indianagourdsociety.org 
 
Advertising / Rates: Mail Checks to: 
Phil Moorhead, Treasurer &  
Tendril Publisher 
715 E. 48th Street 
Marion, IN  46953 
Phone: 765-674-8088 
Email: treasurer@indianagourdsociety.org 

 

President, Indiana Gourd Society 
Pat Moore 
691 W. Veach Road 
Bloomingdale, IN 47832 
Phone:  765-597-2049 
Email: president@indianagourdsociety.org 

IGS Executive Board and Board of Directors 
 

President:  Pat Moore, Bloomingdale  (2022-2023) president@ 
1st Vice-president:  Helen Thomas, Tangier  (2021-2022) 1stvp@ 
2nd Vice-president:  RoJene Gillentine, Indianapolis  (2021-2022) 2ndvp@ 
Treasurer:  Philip Moorhead, Marion (2021-2022) treasurer@ 
Secretary:  Karen Niemeyer, Thorntown (2022-2023) secy@ 
Membership Secretary:  Pat Moore, Bloomingdale (2021-2022) membership@ 
Director 1:  Pat Moore, Bloomingdale (2022-2023) directorPM@ 
Director 2:  Philip Moorhead, Marion (2021-2022) directorPM1@ 
Director 3:  Shirley Gates, Indianapolis (2022-2023) directorSG@ 
Director 4:  Sandra Townsend, Sheridan (2021-2022) directorST@ 
Director 5:  Diane Werblo, Indianapolis (2022-2023) directorDW@ 
 
ON ALL EMAIL ADDRESSES ABOVE, PUT  indianagourdsociety.org    
AFTER THE @ SYMBOL 

THE TENDRIL 

P.O. BOX 822 

MARION, IN  46952 

All submissions welcome! 

ARTICLES MUST BE IN MS WORD OR RTF 
FORMAT.  

Send as an attachment to your email or mail your sub-
missions to the above address. Please send us your 
pictures, stories, tutorials, and anything else gourd-
related plus your suggestions for improving or inclu-
sion in The Tendril.   We reserve the right to edit for 
content, style, or to fit printing requirements 

Issue: Articles Due: 
Jan/Feb Dec 1 
Mar/Apr Feb 1 
May/Jun Apr 1 
Jul/Aug Jun 1 
Sep/Oct Aug 1 
Nov/Dec Oct 1 

CHECK EXPIRATION DATE ABOVE YOUR 
ADDRESS! 

THIS MAY BE YOUR LAST ISSUE 

Nov	/	Dec	2022 


